
 

Invasive alien plant management 

 
                                                                                                                                                           River course infested with Blackwattle trees (Category 2 species) 

 

Invasive alien plants (IAPs) infest approximately 200 000 km² of 
South Africa. The impacts of these infestations are 
overwhelmingly negative in terms of their ecological, economic 
and social impacts, which include the loss of nearly                    
695 million m³ in water yield each year as well as devastating 
fires.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The National Environmental Management 
Biodiversity Act 10 of 2004 Alien and 
Invasive Species Regulations and Lists 
came into effect in October 2014. 

The new legislation requires all landowners 
in South Africa to undertake the following: 

• Develop a monitoring control and 
eradication plan for listed invasive 
species for properties bigger than 1 ha 

• Take steps to control the listed invasive 
species and prevent them from 
spreading 

• Take required steps to minimise harm  
       to biodiversity 

• Use control methods that are 
appropriate for the listed species and 
the environment. 

The regulations also require all organs of 
state, in all spheres of government, to 
prepare control plans for land under their  

control.  Control plans for municipalities 
must be part of their integrated development 
plans and be reviewed every five years.  

Regulation 29 of the Alien and Invasive 
Species Regulations state that no property 
may be sold without the seller notifying the 
buyer of listed invasive species present on 
the property. 

The Alien and Invasive Species Regulations 
divide invasive species into four categories: 
1a. Species must be combated or 

eradicated. 
1b. Species must be controlled. 
2. Species require a permit to carry out a 

restricted activity. 
3. Species subject to exemptions and 

prohibitions. 
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Pine trees (Category 1b species) in a catchment 

area 

 Hakea plant (Category 1b species)  Intensive fire damage due to a lack of indigenous 

vegetation  (Argus, 2000) 

 

Should landowners not comply, a directive 
will be issued. Non-compliance can result 
in a criminal offence punishable by a fine 
of up to R5 million for a first offence or a 
period of imprisonment of up to 10 years.  
 

Services 
We have the technical skills and capability 
to provide our clients with an all-inclusive 
service that can be tailored to meet clients’ 
needs and the specific demands of every 
stage of developing and implementing a 
successful invasive alien plant strategy 
that complies with relevant legislation. 

We have worked with clients at local, 
provincial and national government level to 
deliver successful outcomes for all parties. 

Our experience of the integrated invasive 
alien plant management process 
encompasses all aspects of a project’s life 
cycle, including: 
▪ Species identification and mapping 
▪ Compilation of a monitoring, control 

and eradication plan 
▪ Compilation of a fire management 

plan 
▪ Implementation of a monitoring, 

control and eradication plan 
▪ Community engagement 
▪ Capacity building and training 
▪ Creating economic opportunities 
▪ Undertaking risk assessments 
▪ Developing restoration strategies  

 
Species identification and mapping 

A landowner must have a detailed list and 
description of all listed invasive species 
present on the land.  

The regulations require that the seller of 
any immovable property must disclose the 
presence of listed species to the buyer and 
the Department of Environment, Forestry 
and Fisheries before the conclusion of a 

sales agreement.  We can determine the 
occurrence of listed invasive species on a 
property.  

Compilation of monitoring, control 
and eradication plans 

We assist clients to compile prioritised 
monitoring, control and eradication plans 
that include appropriate control methods, 
clear timeframes, budget requirements and 
measurable progress indicators.  

Control methods must be used that cause 
as little harm as possible to biodiversity 
and must address offspring, propagating 
material and re-growth, to prevent the re-
establishment of cleared invasive alien 
plants. 
 

Compilation of fire management 
plans 

Fires in invasive alien plants can burn up 
to 10 times hotter than indigenous 
vegetation. We recognise the importance 
of clearing invasive alien plants and 
removing accompanying biomass to 
reduce fire risk and flood damage. 

Biomass can be disposed of at an 
approved green waste-treatment site or 
burned on-site. The National Veld and Fire 
Forest Act (Act 101 of 1998) requires 
landowners to manage fuel loads and 
establish a system of firebreaks. 
 

Implementation of monitoring, 
control and eradication plans 

Assistance is given to landowners on all 
aspects of the implementation of 
eradication plans: 

▪ Project management 
▪ Contractor and contract management 
▪ Occupational health and safety 
▪ Biomass removal and utilisation 

▪ Project audit and monitoring 
 

Capacity building and training 

We provide clients with the South African 
Qualifications Authority’s (SAQA) 
accredited training required for successful 
invasive alien plants management. 
 

Creating economic opportunities 

The economic benefits of clearing invasive 
alien plants such as creating employment 
opportunities and the economic 
empowerment of communities are well 
recognised. 

We assist clients in creating secondary 
industry opportunities such as furniture 
making, firewood and energy generation 
from invasive alien plant biomass 
extracted during clearing operations. 
 

Risk assessments 

As required by the regulations, we assist in 
evaluating the risks posed by restricted 
activity involving listed invasive alien plants 

Restoration 

We provide restoration strategies to aid the 
recovery of natural areas where IAPs have 
been removed.  
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Paul Buchholz 

C +27 79 881 4447   
E p.buchholz@outlook.com 

Cobus Meiring 

C +27 83 626 7619   
E cobus@naturalbridge.co.za 

SCLI Environmental is Non-Profit Company 
with more than 20 years of experience 
implementing community-driven 

environmental projects that support social 
development, economic prosperity, the 
protection of the environment and keeping 

communities safe 
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